INTRODUCTION

my local leave (intended by authority to be spent in India
to escape the heat of Muscat), for exploration of Arabia
during the winter, the only time when it is physically
possible.

In this way piece by piece I began to explore and map
the Rub' al Khali. In the winter of 1927-28 I made a
6oo-mile camel journey through the southern borderlands
from the toe of Arabia nearest India to Dhufar; in 1929-30
I explored the steppe for 200 miles north of Dhufar to the
edge of the sands. On these occasions I dressed as a Badu,
spoke nothing but the local dialect, lived as one of the
people, and eschewed tobacco and alcohol to win a reputa-
tion for orthodoxy that would ultimately help me in the
crossing of the Great Desert from sea to sea.

These journeys showed me the error of the common
impression that this part of Arabia could be best explored
by the modern means of cars and aircraft. It had been
proposed that our ill-fated R.IOI should fly over this
unknown desert on her return journey from India, Three
years earlier an enterprising American millionaire had
conceived a similar plan, for which he proposed hiring an
airship, and I was tentatively approached to be a member of
his expedition. I was not sorry when his plan failed to
mature, because my experience taught me that, useful as
such transport could be in its time and place, no positive
scientific results could be anticipated from it* Problems
that awaited solution were the discovery of the structure
and slope of South Arabia, its drainage and geological
formation, and the filling in of the great empty spaces on
the map; the-fauna, the human inhabitants, their racial
and linguistic affinities, their manners and customs, and
way of life. These objectives could not in any single
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